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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT CONFIRMS GIRM INVITED JOIN PROPOSED LIBYA- 
TUNISIA UNION 

REF: NOUAKCHOTT 0050 

SUMMARY. PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH CONFIRMS REPORT THAT GIRM 

INVITED TO JOIN IN UNION WITH LIBYA AND TUNISIA, BUT 

SAYS MAURITANIA IS STILL STUDYING OFFER. PRESIDENT'S UNSCHEDULED 

FLYING VISIT TO ALGIERS JAN 23 PROBABLY INTENDED REASSURE 

BOI IMF, DTE, NF. OF GIRM'S RESERVED ATTITUDE TOWARD PROPOSED MERGER. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. DURING JAN 21 INTERVIEW WITH RESIDENT AFP CORRESPONDENT 
(PUBLISHED IC GIRM PRESS 23 JAN), PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH *ONFIRMED 
GIRM HAD RECEIVED INVITATION TO JOIN TUNISIAN-LIB YAN UNION. 

PRESIDENT SAID INVITATION TENDERED BY BOURGUIBA DURING TELEPHONE 
CONVERSATION "ON DAY LIBYAN-TUNISIAN UNION ANNOUNCED." OULD 
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2. IT PROBABLE PRESIDENT'S ANNOUNCEMENT TOOK FONMIN MOUKNASS 
BY SURPRISE. FRENCH AMBASSADOR CONFIRMED SPANISH CHARGE'S 
REPORT (REFTEL) THAT, AS OF JAN 18. MOUKNASS WAS HOLDING LINE 
THAT GIRM HAD NOT RECEIVED INVITATION AND LOOKED WITH DISFAVOR 
UPON TUNISIAN-LIB Y AN MERGER. 

3. COMMENT: THE OPPOSITION OF ALGERIA AND MOROCCO. AND THE 
ALREADY SHAKY STATUS OF THE PROPOAL LEBANON SHOULD OFFICIALLY 
PRECLUDE ANY THOUGHT OF MAURITANIAN ADHERENCE TO TUNISIAN- 
LIBYAN MERGER. INVITATION TO JOIN-UP IS, HOWEVER, FLATTERING 
AND OULD DADDAH CHOSE TO MAKE IT PUBLIC WHICH WILL PLEASE 
TUNISIANS AND LIBYANS BUT NOT NECESSARY ENDANGER TIES WITH 
ALGERIA. ITSWOULD FOLLOW, THEN, THAT OULD DADDAH S UNSCHEDULED 
FLYING VISIT SO ALGIERS IS TO CONFIRHNTO BOUMEDIENE THAT GIRM 
WILL REMAIN SILENT ON PROPOSED UNION WHILE "STUDYING" TUNISIA'S 
OFFER. SITUATION IS REMINISCENT OF EVENTS SURROUNDING GIWM'S 
RECENTSADHERENCE TO ARAB LEAGUE. PRIOR TO OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT, 
FONMIN MOUKNASS HELD TO LINE THAT SUCH MEMBERSHIP WOULD "VITIATE" 
GIRM FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVE OF BEING A BRIDGE BETWEEN ARAB 
WORLD AND BLACK AFRICA. OULD DADD AH'S SUBSEQUENT ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP DEMONSTRATED PRESIDENT’S PERSONAL AND 
TIGHTLY-HELD CONTROL OVER GIRM FOREIGN POLICY. AGAIN, FORNMIN 
SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN KEPT IN DARK, THIS TIME OVER TUNISIAN 
INVITATION.) WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT COMPLICATIONS 
ENUMERATED ABOVE COUPLED WITH LONG-HELD GIRM FOREIGN POLICY 
PRECEPT THAT MAGHREBIAN UNITY SHOULD BE COMPLETE, NOT PART AL, 
MAKE VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE ANY POSITIVE RESPONSE TO TUNISIAN 
INVITATION. 

SHURTLEFF 
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